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to the Colonies in our affairs, and give them a right
to prompt the voice of England when it speaks abroad
to a much greater extent than at present.

They must be prepared for demands, sometimes
unreasonable. They must be prepared in some
respects to diminish their own insular freedom of
action on behalf of their giant offspring abroad. The
cause called Imperial Federation, for want of a better
name, was worthy of the devotion of the individual
lives of the people of this country. If they would
forgive him this little bit of egotism, he could say
from the bottom of his heart that it was the dominant
passion of his public life. Ever since he had traversed
those great regions that own the sway of the British
Crown he had felt that it was a cause for which
anyone might be content to live : a cause for which,
if need be, anyone might be content to die.

This speech, an advance, considering its date, in its
conception of the true future of the Empire, evoked
loud applause from the Leeds commercial magnates.
Apart from its fine rhetoric, a reader of to-day will
not deny it the merit of sound foresight. It may not
be easy for such a one to realise how little in those
years the average Briton thought about the Empire,
and how general was the mistrust of those " visionary
dreams " with which Rosebery and his allies were
credited. As he observed in a speech at Glasgow,
Lord Brassey, whom he was introducing to a Scottish
audience, was not a visionary philosopher or a random
rhetorician, but the most travelled of men of business,
who had looked into every chink and crevice of the
British Empire, and was a convinced believer in
Imperial Federation.

During 1889 Rosebery was bound hand and foot
by the London County Council, but he presided at
the fourth annual meeting of the League, and made
a considerable speech. He began with a triumphant
notice of the progress of the League in Canada, which
had not been thought a good field for their exertions.
There were now eighteen branches in the Dominion,